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HOMEWORK POLICY
VALUE OF HOMEWORK
At Carmel we value the contribution that homework can make to the progress of our
learners. To have the maximum impact it needs to be an integral part of the curriculum,
legitimately planned to reinforce and extend learning from school to home and prepare for
future learning. Homework develops the virtues of responsibility, independence, resilience,
confidence and self-regulation, developing learners to achieve their full potential. Providing
students with high-quality feedback increases this impact and also demonstrates the value
we place on homework to parents and pupils.
PURPOSE OF HOMEWORK – WHAT IS IT FOR?








To develop the skills of independent learning.
To consolidate learning in class and build confidence.
To practise and master skills, learning by doing.
To develop self-regulation and time management skills.
To research an area of interest.
To give the opportunity to develop the partnership of student/parent/teacher.
To do work which is not suited to the classroom situation.

PLANNING OF HOMEWORK
In order to become habit forming and to build skills and expectations as learners progress
from KS3 – 5 it is essential that the following principles are considered when planning and
setting homework:







There needs to be a consistent routine and format across the department that
progressively develops each year.
It is designed as part of the long, medium and short term planning, supporting and
extending schemes of work.
Between 2/3 homework tasks per half term are compulsory and completed by all
pupils across the department, these should be listed in the front of the exercise book.
To consolidate knowledge on a regular basis, a revision homework task will be given
prior to an assessment.
Learners have an opportunity to choose tasks.
Examples of the expected standard are modelled using peer and/or teacher
examples.

HOMEWORK TASKS WHICH MIGHT BE SET
Shaped by all teachers, we agree that suitable homework tasks include:
Weekly vocab tests, reinforcing technical language, group projects, consolidation/
extension/application of knowledge from class, problem solving, improvement tasks in
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response to feedback, exam questions, guided investigation of new information, parental
involvement/ interviews, preparation for next lesson, freedom and choice, reading.
Specific revision tasks include making flash cards, mind maps, LOCI, image chains, past
papers, practice questions, peg words and suitable interactive websites such as MyMaths
and Memorise.

HOW MUCH MUST BE SET?
The following is the minimum amount of homework which will be set. However, there may
be a limited number of occasions when less or more homework is given. Practical subjects
such as art and design technology might require more time.
KS 3
English, Maths and Science will set homework twice per week
Geography, History, French, Spanish and RE once per week
Art, Computing, Music, PE and Technology once a fortnight
KS 4
Maths will set homework three times per week
English and Science will set homework twice per week
All other subjects at least once per week
KS5
For each A’ level or BTEC course 5 hours of independent work needs to be set to be
completed in assigned study lessons and at home.
Years 7 & 8
Year 9
Years 10 & 11

45 – 90 minutes per day 30 mins per subject
1 – 2 hours per day
30-45 mins homework
1 ½ - 2 ½ hours per day 45 mins -1 hour

HOMEWORK PROCEDURES
Homework Timetables:
These take account of:
1

The need to ensure coordination for homework completion by the form tutor so that
students do not have too much to do on one night and too little on another. This is
usually achieved by giving students more than one night in which to complete
homework.

2

The teacher's work schedule and opportunity for marking work.

3

An even sharing of homework for students across the week.

Students will record their homework timetable into their homework diary. Tutors should
monitor that the timetable is being adhered to by all.
Students with a Statement of Educational Need carry homework cards. Staff should
specifically check that homework is correctly written into their diaries and where necessary
write it in for them.
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Homework Diary:
The homework diary must be brought to College every day. Homework should normally be
written on the board with sufficient time for students to write it in their homework diary. The
date to be completed must be clearly stated. The content of the homework should be written
so that parents can understand what has to be done, and can help if necessary. Teachers
need to check the homework has been written in the diary appropriately. Parents and tutor
must sign the diary weekly to show they have noted what has been set and Pastoral
Learning Managers will check diaries at regular intervals.
Help with Homework:
If homework tasks are not understood by students, they should see their subject teacher
the day before homework is due for completion, and ask for help.
The Learning Support staff offer a lunchtime homework club as do the Librarians after
College. Students in Years 10 and 11 may also access support from Learning Mentors in
the Library at lunchtime.
Homework Procedures as Students Move up through College:
To ensure homework becomes habit forming for all learners, we will have consistent and
progressively higher expectations of homework from year 7 to year 13.
Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 may have shorter tasks to complete and usually only two or
three days in which to do it. In subjects which have only one lesson each week, the
homework time span is often one week.
In Years 10 and 11, tasks set are more extensive and personalised to improve specific gaps
in knowledge.
To prepare learners for linear assessment, revision homework tasks must be set prior to an
assessment to show evidence of consolidation of knowledge. In order to make revision habit
forming this needs to be a consistent half- termly routine from year 7 onwards.

Summary of Homework Procedures:
1

Homework must be completed on time, to the best of the pupil’s ability by the
date set in the diary.

2

Parents are updated on their child’s ability to complete homework through
reports, diary, communication from the Pastoral Learning Manager or during the
Academic Mentoring Day.

3

If a student persists in not doing homework




they may be detained to complete the work
a curriculum leader may contact the parent/carer to discuss their concern
their parents may be asked to come into College to see the Pastoral Learning
Manager
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR MONITORING AND EVALUATING THE POLICY
1

Form Tutors will scrutinise homework diaries each week.

2

Parents are asked to look at their child's diary and contact the Pastoral Learning
Manager if necessary to discuss any issues or concerns.

3

Pastoral Learning Managers will select a random sample of diaries regularly each
half term and check that the diary is being completed appropriately.

4

Members of the Senior Leadership Team will undertake homework reviews and
work scrutiny as part of their departmental monitoring programme.

SUMMARY OF THE POLICY
Students' Responsibilities






Write homework on timetable in diary.
Record homework fully.
Complete it to the best of their ability.
Ask for help at least a day before the deadline if needed.
To ensure timely feedback is given, homework must be handed in on time.

Parents'/Carers’ Responsibilities






Provide a peaceful, suitable place for students to work at home.
Make it clear to students that they value homework, and point out the benefits of it.
Ask to see completed homework and encourage student to complete this to the best
of their ability.
Expect deadlines to be met and check that they are via the homework diary.
Sign the diary.

Teachers' Responsibilities





Set appropriate homework in accordance with the policy and make sure it is recorded
correctly
Check that students carrying homework cards have correctly noted the homework
Collect it in on the due date and mark it, if appropriate.
Give formative feedback to students.

Curriculum Leaders/Pastoral Learning Managers' Responsibilities





Monitor homework given and ensure it meets expectations outlined in the policy.
Monitor diaries.
Complete work scrutiny of the work set and the quality of the completed product.
Take action if necessary.

Senior Leaders’ Responsibilities through Link Leader Role




Monitor, evaluate and review the homework policy and its effectiveness.
Monitor the quality and impact of homework.
Ensure there is consistency across a department and whole school.
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Appendix for examples of set homework and revision tasks
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